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Three New Promotions to Professor  
To be promoted to Professor of Ophthalmology at Harvard Medical School (HMS), faculty members 
must demonstrate outstanding intellect and contributions to their field. Candidates have distinguished 
themselves by improving the quality of life for individuals around the world, translating scientific discovery 
into practice, and teaching and mentoring future clinicians, vision researchers, and educators. We are 
thrilled that three of our faculty members recently have earned this honor: Janey Wiggs, MD, PhD, Louis 
Pasquale, MD, and François Delori, PhD.

Janey Wiggs, MD, PhD, FARVO, an internationally 
recognized expert in the field of glaucoma genetics and 

in the broader field of genetics of inherited eye disease, 
was promoted to the Paul Austin Chandler Professor of 
Ophthalmology at HMS in May 2015. Her research and clinical 
activities have led to the development of novel diagnostic 
gene-based tests to identify patients at risk for glaucoma, a 
devastating disease causing permanent loss of vision due to 
irreversible degeneration of the optic nerve.  
Dr. Wiggs received her PhD in Biochemistry from the 
University of California at Berkeley and her MD from HMS. 
After a research fellowship in Ophthalmic Genetics under the 
guidance of Thaddeus Dryja, MD, she completed a residency in 
Ophthalmology at HMS, followed by fellowships in Glaucoma 
and Medical Genetics. She first joined Mass. Eye and Ear in 
1992, and after a spending a few years at Tufts, returned in 
2001. She is one of only a handful of ophthalmologists  
world-wide to hold the distinction of dual board  
certifications in ophthalmology and medical genetics.
Dr. Wiggs is widely recognized for her expert clinical care of 
patients with glaucoma as well as for her knowledge in clinical 
ocular genetics. As Co-director of the HMS Ophthalmology 
Glaucoma Center of Excellence and Director of the Genetic 
Testing Laboratory at Mass. Eye and Ear, she collaborated with 
Eric Pierce, MD, PhD, to develop a panel test for mutations in 
genes known to contribute to inherited retinal degenerations, 

glaucoma, and optic atrophy. This Genetic Eye Disease (GEDi) 
test uses targeted capture and next generation sequencing, 
which has been found to be extremely reliable.
As an esteemed translational researcher, Dr. Wiggs was one 
of the first to use a genetic approach to identify underlying 
molecular events that can contribute to glaucoma development. 
She has made important contributions to early-onset forms of 
glaucoma with Mendelian inheritance, as well as to common 
adult-onset forms of glaucoma with complex inheritance. 
She is the PI of the NEIGHBORHOOD Consortium (see 
box on page 5) and a founding member of the International 
Glaucoma Genetics Consortium, an international group of 55 
investigators and 25 cohorts from countries worldwide with the 
overall goal of identifying genetic risk factors for glaucoma. 
Continuously funded by the National Eye Institute (NEI) for 
her glaucoma genetics research since 1991, Dr. Wiggs also has 
received support from the Massachusetts Lions, Research to 
Prevent Blindness, Fight for Sight, the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation, and the March of Dimes Foundation. The recipient 
of numerous awards, she was selected as an Audacious Goals 
Winner from the NEI; received an Alcon Research Institute 
Award; and was the 2015 Mariana Mead lecturer at the HMS 
Department of Ophthalmology Annual Meeting and Alumni 
Reunion.
In addition to her clinical and research accomplishments,  
Dr. Wiggs is a dedicated mentor and administrator. As a  
first-year faculty member she was voted “Teacher of the Year” 
by HMS Ophthalmology residents. 
At Mass. Eye and Ear, Dr. Wiggs lends her scientific and 
administrative expertise as Associate Chief for Clinical 
Research, the Associate Director of the Ocular Genomics 
Institute, and the Associate Director of the Howe Laboratory. 
She serves as Vice Chair for Clinical Research for HMS 
Ophthalmology. On a national level, she serves on the Scientific 
Advisory Board of the Glaucoma Research Foundation, as 
well as Research to Prevent Blindness, and is the U.S. Chair 
of the U.S.-Indo joint working group of the NEI (U.S.) and 
Department of Biotechnology (India). g

Glaucoma Geneticist, Janey Wiggs Promoted to Professor of Ophthalmology
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A pioneer in the study of autofluorescence, François 
C. Delori, PhD of Schepens Eye Research Institute/

Massachusetts Eye and Ear reached another milestone in his 
career as he was promoted to Professor of Ophthalmology at 
Harvard Medical School in July 2015. 

Born in Ghent, Belgium—the same town as Charles  
L. Schepens, MD—Dr. Delori completed his undergraduate 
studies in engineering at the University of Ghent before 
obtaining his MS and PhD in physics from the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology in London, England. Shortly after, 
he started his career at the Retina Foundation, now known as 
Schepens/Mass. Eye and Ear, where he has made important 
contributions to vision research. 

During the last four decades, Dr. Delori has cultivated expertise 
in the examination of the retina by noninvasive means. By 
shining various colors of light onto the retina and analyzing 
the nature of the light reflected by the retina, he has been able 
to obtain quantitative information about many important 
biological parameters – such as oxygen levels in retinal 
blood vessels, speed of blood flow, diffusion of nutrients, and 
quantities of various pigments. 

An innovator of novel retinal imaging techniques, he has 
developed advanced optical techniques to study the role of 
lipofuscin and melanin pigments in the retinal pigmented 
epithelium as well as new ways to measure the distribution of 
macular pigment in the neural retina. Lipofuscin, melanin, and 
macular pigment are three pigments that may play important 
roles in the causation of age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD). The ability to measure these pigments may not 

only provide new basic information on AMD and other 
retinal degenerations, but may also allow novel diagnostic 
tests to detect early disease and monitor the effects of drug 
intervention.

Dr. Delori also collaborated with Dr. Robert H. Webb to 
co-develop the confocal scanning laser ophthalmoscope, 
a technological innovation that paved the way for fundus 
autofluorescence imaging. This imaging modality is now used 
worldwide in retinal diagnosis. 

Since 1975, Dr. Delori’s research has been funded continuously 
by National Eye Institute R01s and additional funding through 
the National Institutes of Health and the Massachusetts Lions. 
Having authored 82 peer-reviewed publications and nearly 
15 book chapters, Dr. Delori has generated a substantial 
portfolio of work that has garnered him the HMS Department 
of Ophthalmology Distinguished Achievement Award in 
Research in 2013. 

A generous teacher and mentor, Dr. Delori has traveled the 
globe presenting his research findings, including ways to 
integrate optical physics into clinical research. At Schepens/
Mass. Eye and Ear, he has mentored 10 pre-doctoral, post-
doctoral, and clinical research fellows, and also shares his 
knowledge of the role and safety limits of light exposure with 
faculty and trainees alike. g 

“�I am deeply honored by this promotion and 
thankful to all my colleagues who supported me 
for many years. Now I am going to order my  
first business card ever.”  
                       – François C. Delori, PhD

Physicist François C. Delori Promoted to Professor of Ophthalmology 

The recipient of the 2013 HMS Ophthalmology Distinguished Achievement 
Award in Research, François C. Delori, PhD, with Evangelos S. Gragoudas, 
MD (right)

Fundus Autofluorescence and Color-Coded Quantitative Fundus Autofluores-
cence (qAF). Reprinted with permission from: Quantitative autofluorescence as 
a clinical tool for expedited differential diagnosis of retinal degeneration. JAMA 
Ophthalmol. 2015 Feb;133(2):219-20. 
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Our alumni know first-hand that supporting the vital work of our students and faculty 
in the HMS Department of Ophthalmology helps drive continued achievement across 

all areas of education, research, and patient care. In 2009, we launched the Alumni Giving 
Society of HMS Ophthalmology @ Mass. Eye and Ear as a means to encourage support 
of the institution and teachers who inspired us. Now, six years later, we have seen many 
faculty and former faculty, residents, and fellows give in ways that inspire them. 

We extend our grateful thanks to the current 2015 Society members:

Alumni Giving Society 2015 (October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015) 

CHAMPION Gifts of $25,000 or more________________________________________________________________
• Mark B. Abelson, MD	 • Joan W. Miller, MD	 • Richard J. Simmons, MD

VISIONARY Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999________________________________________________________________
• Evangelos S. Gragoudas, MD 	 • Samir A. Melki, MD, PhD		  • Frans Van de Velde, MD, PhD
• Jack V. Greiner, OD, DO, PhD	 • George N. Papaliodis, MD	

INNOVATOR Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999________________________________________________________________
• Dean F. Arkfeld, MD	 • Thaddeus P. Dryja, MD	 • Deborah S. Eappen, MD

PIONEER Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999 ________________________________________________________________

 
FRIEND Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499______________________________________________________________

Consider a Gift!
 

Help us continue a culture 
of excellence by planting the 

seeds of possibility today. 

Your support will provide 
extraordinary opportunities 
for learning and discovery. 

You may designate your 
gift in any way you choose 

or support one of our 
numerous programs. Gifts 

are tax-deductible.

Members who make 
annual gifts of $1,000 or 

more within the fiscal year 
(October 1–September 30) 
are invited to Department 
events throughout the year 
and are recognized in this 
newsletter and Mass. Eye 

and Ear publications. 

 

To Learn More...
Please contact  

Julie Dutcher in the 
 Development Office: 

julie_dutcher@ 
meei.harvard.edu 

617-573-3350
Gifts are tax-deductible. 

 

Alumni Giving Society
O F  H M S  O P H T H A L M O L O G Y  @  M A S S .  E Y E  A N D  E A R

Alumni Giving Society

• Steve V.L. Brown, MD	
• James Chodosh, MD, MPH	
• Robert J. D’Amato, MD, PhD
• Reza Dana, MD, MPH, MSc	
• Claes H. Dohlman, MD, PhD	
• Matthew F. Gardiner, MD
• James M. Gordon, MD	

• Paul S. Greenfield, MD	
• Cynthia L. Grosskreutz, MD, PhD	
• David G. Hunter, MD, PhD	
• Sulayman E. Jallow, MD	
• Jeffrey C. Lamkin, MD
• Deborah Pavan Langston, MD	
• Simmons Lessell, MD	

• Michael F. Marmor, MD	
• Shizuo Mukai, MD	
• John H. Niffenegger, MD	
• Arysol Soltero Niffenegger, MD
• Joseph F. Rizzo III, MD	
• Janey L. Wiggs, MD, PhD	
• Lucy H. Young, MD, PhD

• Christopher M. Andreoli, MD	
• James V. Aquavella, MD	
• Mark W. Balles, MD
• Sheila Borboli-Gerogiannis, MD	
• Gary E. Borodic, MD	
• Lionel D. Chisholm, MD
• Patricia A. D’Amore, PhD, MBA	
• Stephen R. Deppermann, MD	
• Mark R. Fleckner, MD, PC
• Suzanne K. Freitag, MD	
• George E. Garcia, MD	
• Herbert Giller, MD

• B. Thomas Hutchinson, MD	
• Dr. and Mrs. John A. Irvine	
• Paul Kalina, MD
• Ernest W. Kornmehl, MD	
• Magdalena G. Krzystolik, MD	
• Peter R. Laibson, MD
• Mark A. Latina, MD	
• Daniel R. Lefebvre, MD	
• Dr. and Mrs. Byron S. Lingeman
• John I. Loewenstein, MD	
• David Mark, MD	
• Richard H. Masland, PhD

• Louis R. Pasquale, MD	
• Gary A. Rankin, MD	
• Richard M. Robb, MD
• Felix N. Sabates, Sr., MD	
• Rebecca C. Stacy, MD, PhD	
• Erich C. Strauss, MD
• Amyna Sultan, MD	
•  Jonathan H. Talamo, MD	
• Daniel J. Townsend, MD
• Martin Wand, MD	
• Raymond Wee, MD	
• Michael K. Yoon, MD
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In the Battle Against Eye Disease, Knights  
Templar Provides Funds to Find Cures 

For 50 years after its inception in 1956, the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation provided assistance to 

individuals facing vision loss who could not afford surgery, 
and supported research initiatives to cure diseases of the 
eye. In 2010, the Knights Templar adopted a new mission 
statement emphasizing access to care rather than direct 
patient care. This new mission statement also embraces 
education as an another important initiative, along with 
funding eye research. 
To date, the Foundation has expended over $140 million on 
research, patient care, and education. Nearly $750,000 has 
been awarded to HMS Ophthalmology trainees working 
in the fields of pediatric ophthalmology and ophthalmic 
genetics. Specifically, the Foundation has provided 22 
grants over 19 years to young investigators from Mass. Eye 
and Ear/Schepens and Boston Children’s Hospital.
Cindy Windhol, PhD, a research fellow in the laboratory 
of Patricia D’Amore, PhD, MBA of Schepens/Mass. Eye 
and Ear and Corinna Bauer, PhD, a research fellow in the 
laboratory of Lotfi Merabet, OD, MSc at Mass. Eye and 
Ear were two of the 2015 awardees recognized during an 
award ceremony held on June 12. Sir Knights Thomas 
X. Tsirimokos, Andrew Maninos, and Richard Seychew 
awarded Drs. Windhol and Bauer each with $60,000 Career 
Starter Grants in support of their research projects.  
Dr. Windhol is investigating pathological vascularization  
of the retina to help innovate sight-saving cures for  
those with retinal diseases, and Dr. Bauer is using  
advanced neuroimaging to characterize abnormal brain 

development in cortical/cerebral visual impairment to 
develop future rehabilitation strategies.
At Boston Children’s Hospital, Zhongie Fu, PhD, a 
postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of Lois Smith, MD, 
PhD, also received a Career Starter Grant to explore the 
effects of hyperglycemia on exacerbating retinopathy 
of prematurity and to investigate how to protect against 
hyperglycemia-associated retinopathy. Working under  
the mentorship of Elizabeth Engle, MD, Mary Whitman, 
MD, PhD, an Instructor in Ophthalmology at Harvard 
Medical School and a K12 Harvard-Vision Clinical 
Scientist Development Program Scholar funded by the 
National Eye Institute/National Institutes of Health, was 
awarded a competitive renewal grant for 2015-16. Her 
research focuses on the development of the cranial nerves 
that control eye movements, both in normal development  
and in congenital fibrosis of the extraocular muscles,  
a disorder where patients have deficits in their ability  
to move their eyes. g

Sir Knight Thomas X. Tsirimokos, Corinna Bauer, PhD, Sir Knight Andrew Maninos, Cindy Windhol, PhD, and Sir Knight Richard Seychew. 

Zhongie Fu, PhD Mary Whitman, MD, PhD
























